1 Deserting Jesus: The be-
trayer
a. A professing disciple
b. A leader of sinners

c. A deceptive commitment

2 Misunderstanding the
Lord’s will: The disciples
a. The disciples misunder-
stood & ignored Jesus’

LUKE 22:47-53

B. Jesus’ Arrest: Terrible
Sins Against Jesus,
22:47-53
(Mt.26:47-56; MKk.14:
43-52; Jn.18:3-11)

47 And while he yet spake,
behold a multitude, and he
that was called Judas, one of
the twelve, went before them,
and drew near unto Jesus to
kiss him.

48 But Jesus said unto him,
Judas, betrayest thou the Son
of man with a kiss?

49 When they which were
about him saw what would
follow, they said unto him,
Lord, shall we smite with the

sword?

50 And one of them smote
the servant of the high priest,
and cut off his right ear.

51 And Jesus answered and
said, Suffer ye thus far. And
he touched his ear, and
healed him.

52 Then Jesus said unto the
chief priests, and captains of
the temple, and the elders,
which were come to him, Be
ye come out, as against a
thief, with swords and staves?
53 When | was daily with you
in the temple, ye stretched
forth no hands against me:
but this is your hour, and the
power of darkness.

b. Jesus rebuked the
disciples

3 Being blind to the Son
of God: The religionists

4 Joining forces with the
power of darkness

will

DIVISION XI

THE SON OF MAN'S SUFEERINGS: HIS AGONY,
TRIALS, AND CRUCIFIXION, 22:39-23:56

B.Jesus’ Arrest: Terrible Sins Against Jesus, 22:47-53

(22:47-53) Introduction: it took only a few minutes to arrest Jesus. However, in those few minutes was painted a dramatic
picture of four terrible sins against the Lord, sins that are repeated by too many in every generation.

1.  Deserting Jesus: the betrayer (v.47-48).

2. Misunderstanding and ignoring the Lord’s will: the disciples (v.49-51).

3. Being blind to the Son of God: the religionists (v.52).

4.  Joining forces with the power of darkness (v.53).

(22:47-48) Unbelief—Desertion—Apostasy—Judas: deserting the Lord, the sin committed by Judas the betrayer.
Three things are seen in Judas’ desertion.

1.  He was a professing disciple, a man who claimed to be a follower of the Lord. In fact, he had actually been with the
Lord and His followers for over two years. On this very evening, just a few hours before, he had been eating and fellowship-
ping with the Lord and the other disciples; but ever so quickly, he had turned away.

2. He was a leader of sinners, leading the world in its opposition to Jesus. Note the words “went before them.” As
pointed out earlier, he chose the world before Jesus—the world’s money, position, and recognition (fame). (See note—
Mk.14:10.)

The crowd which Judas led is identified by Matthew and Mark as being arresting officers or temple police from the San-
hedrin. John says they included Roman soldiers. Matthew and Mark say they were armed. The soldiers, of course, had their
swords; the elders and other officials of the High Priest had armed themselves with boards and sticks (cp. Mt.26:47).

3. He had a deceptive commitment to the Lord. Note what happened. It was dark. How would the temple guards be
able to recognize Jesus in the dark and keep Him from slipping away? Judas thought and came up with a plan. He would
identify Jesus for them by walking up and greeting Jesus with a kiss. A kiss was a sign of friendship and commitment among
people in the East, in particular among friends. Judas felt he could deceive the disciples; they would never suspect his sin.

What Judas planned, he did. The sin was bad, but the deception was worse. Jesus’ question was searching: “Betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss?” Note: the question was not a rebuke or reproach. Jesus was forcing Judas to think, to
search his deceptive heart. He still wanted to reach Judas, if possible (see note—Mt.26:48-50).

Thought 1. How many profess Christ but do not really know Christ nor live for Christ? How many are deceivers
just as Judas was: trying to make others think they are followers of Christ when they are really living for them-
selves? How many began to follow Christ but are now falling back into sin just as Judas did?

“And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have
taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity” (Jer.9:5).

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jer.17:9).

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive” (Eph.4:14).

“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived”
(2 Tim.3:13).

“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers” (Tit.1:10).
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“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God” (Heb.3:12).

“[These] shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to
riot [party] in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their
own deceivings while they feast with you [the church]; having eyes full of adultery, and that
cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous
practices; cursed children” (2 Pt.2:13-14).

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist” (2 Jn.7).

(22:49-51) Flesh—Commitment—Carnal: misunderstanding and ignoring the Lord’s will, the sin committed by the
disciples. Note two things.

1.  The disciples misunderstood the Lord’s will and the spiritual nature of His kingdom. They were ready to war in the
flesh. The disciple referred to in v.50 was Peter, and the servant whose ear was cut off was Malchus (Jn.18:10). Jesus re-
stored the ear, miraculously healed it (Lk.22:51).

Peter thought the Messiah’s hour had come, that Jesus was now ready to free Israel and establish the throne of David as
the dominant nation in the world (see notes—MTt.1:1; DEEPER STUDY # 2—1:18; DEEPER STUDY # 3—3:11; notes—11:1-6; 11:2-3;
DEEPER STUDY # 1—11:5; DEEPER STUDY # 2—11:6; DEEPER STUDY # 1—12:16; notes—22:42; Lk.7:21-23). Peter drew his sword
(note he had one) and struck, slashing off the ear of Malchus.

2. Jesus rebuked the disciples: their carnal commitment, their warring in the flesh.

= He told Peter to put his sword back into its sheath where it belonged (Mt.26:52).
= He healed Malchus’ ear (Lk.22:51).

The picture painted by the disciples’ behavior is carnal commitment, that is, acting and struggling in the flesh. The disci-
ples took their stand for Jesus in the flesh. Therefore they failed, and eventually they deserted Jesus. Acting in the flesh will
always result in failing and deserting Christ. The disciples’ carnal commitment is seen in four mistakes. Each mistake is too
often seen in the life of believers.

1.  The disciples misunderstood the Lord’s Word. First, they thought Jesus was to establish an earthly kingdom. They
thought in terms of the earthly, the physical, the material. Therefore, they failed to grasp the spiritual and eternal kingdom
proclaimed by Jesus. Second, they never accepted the Lord’s Word. Jesus had predicted His death and forewarned the disci-
ples, giving them extensive training for months (see notes—Mt.16:13-20; 16:21-28; 17:1-13; 17:22; 17:24-27). Yet they re-
fused to give up their preconceived ideas to accept what Jesus was saying. Therefore, they did not see the eternal world of
the Spirit nor the eternal salvation which Jesus was securing.

2. The disciples did not wait for instructions from Jesus. They acted on their own, took matters into their own hands.
The disciples had asked, “Lord, shall we smite with the sword?” But Jesus had not yet answered. However, this did not stop
them; they went ahead and acted on their own.

Thought 1. How like so many of us! Too often, we act without waiting on the Lord.
3. Thedisciples did not ask Jesus what to do, not again and again. They did not persist until Jesus answered.

“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Mt.26:41).

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Lk.21:36).

“Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually” (1 Chron.16:11).

4.  The disciples did not think clearly nor act wisely. Their actions could have led to the failure of God’s will. It could
have led to the death of many. That is what Jesus was saying: “Violence leads to violence. If you draw the sword, the sol-
diers will cut you down.” Among God’s people, the place of the sword is in the sheath, not drawn and slashing at people.
God’s people are to proclaim love and peace, not war and violence, not carnal and fleshly behavior.

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zech.4:6).

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Rev.3:19).

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pt.3:15).

(22:52) Sin—Unbelief—Blindness: being blind to the Son of God, the sin committed by the religionists. The religion-

ists refused to accept Jesus as the Messiah (see note and DEEPER STuDY # 1—MK.14:1-2). The question of Jesus was pierc-

ing. Why did the world treat Him as a thief? They acted as though He stole from them. He did not preach a message that al-

lowed them to live as they wished; it was as though He took the right to live as they wished away from them. He did not

praise them, boost their egos, honor their service and gifts. Rather, He told them they were lacking in discernment and sinful,
dying and doomed if they did not repent and begin to live as God said (see note—Mt.26:55-56).

Thought 1. Note a crucial point so often not seen. Jesus had to tell the truth in order for men to be saved. God is
love, but His love is not like a grandfather’s indulgence that accepts wrongdoing. His love is the father’s ache and
acceptance of repentance and obedience. Only through repentance and obedience can a man ever know the love of
God (cp. Jn.14:21, 23-24; 15:10, 14). God does not accept a man who does wrong and lives unrighteously. Jesus
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had to tell men the truth, for He could not deceive men. If men wanted to be acceptable to God and live in His love,
then they had to turn away from sin and come to God, believing that He exists and diligently seeking Him.

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb.11:6).

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to
him” (In.14:21).

“Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that
loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Fa-
ther’s which sent me” (Jn.14:23-24).

“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept my Fa-
ther’s commandments, and abide in his love....Henceforth | call you not servants; for the
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I
have heard of my Father | have made known unto you” (Jn.15:10, 14).

(22:53) Satan: joining forces with the power of darkness. What Jesus said was alarming: “This is your hour, and the

power of darkness.” Those who opposed Jesus had joined forces with the power of darkness against Jesus. The power of
darkness refers to the forces of evil, the evil one himself, Satan (Eph.6:12; Col.1:13). Note these points about the word
“hour.”

1. Anhour is only a short time. It soon passes. Therefore, the power of darkness and those who oppose the Lord will
last but a short time. Their hour will soon pass.

2. The power of darkness is always broken and conquered by light. When light appears, the presence and power of
darkness are destroyed. So it is with God’s Son, the Light of the world. The power of darkness and those who oppose Christ
may have their hour now, but their hour is to end. He, the Light of the world, will arise and dispel the darkness and com-
pletely do away with it.

3. An hour soon passes, but then what is left? All the hours of life and of eternity. The power of darkness and those
who oppose Christ may have an hour, but that will be all. However He, the Light of the world, will give Light to the world
forever.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph.6:12).

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of
his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins”
(Col.1:13-14).
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